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«Sicurezza giuridica», «Sécurité juridique», «Rechtssicherheit» .... legal certainty is one of the concepts which 
mark the difference of approach between the legal systems of common law and continental law. How do 
European and American lawyers each broach the issue of bringing a secure legal framework to their clients’ 
activities ?  
The aim of this conference is to offer a chance to contrast the various points of view in order to improve 
mutual understanding. Designed for a public of American practitioners and decision-makers, the presentations 
will illustrate the various stages in the life of a typical company through down-to-earth practical examples, 
discussed by the American panel members and the audience. The venue, set in the World Bank premises in D.C., 
will also afford the presence of a number of international legal experts and enable to hear their opinion.

Three friends, Pierre, Paul and Jacqueline, computer engineers, decide to create a company. They aim to create solutions for integrated 
management programs, better known under the name “enterprise resource planning”.

Session I

They must choose the most appropriate type of corporate structure considering that:
-	 Pierre can bring 20,000 euros;
-	 Paul is in possession of an office tenancy agreement (lease);
-	 Jacqueline brings her professional address book.
They do not intend to have the company on the stock market, but they hope to find a financial partner, a direct investor, in a short time.

The aim of the session is to investigate the various types of company possible and the stages for the setting up of the company

 Session II 

The company has been set up under the name “SOLUTIONS”, and starts operating. The games software has to be protected and the brand 
patented. One of the games, to be played online, is based on information from the players, including words. The game exists in a French 
version, for French-speaking players, and in an English version, for English-speaking players. Both versions are online from France.

The aim of the session: how to protect software, register the company’s trademarks, protecting its data base, ensuring the circulation of data 
between the two versions.

An American investor is found : “RatioPlus”, from Delaware. He wants to buy 30 % of the shares.

Aim : present different investment options and the protection of shareholders’ rights 

Finally, because of its success, one of the gaming softwares is counterfeited by another French company and distributed out of France.

Aim : introducing procedings against counterfeiters.

Session III

“SOLUTIONS” is ready to conquer new markets, and decides to invest in different ways in order to increase its production capacity. A piece of 
land and two buildings are bought, financed by a large loan from a bank.

Aim : discussing the purchase of real estate processes and the rechargeable mortgages; movable securities offered by the shareholders or the 
financial partner.

The company is however faced with a difficulty: it concluded an agreement with an Italian company which has offices in France, and which 
normally pays royalties to “SOLUTIONS”. Over the last two months, the Italian partner did not pay the royalties agreed.

Aim: present the European payment order.

Session IV

Because of the large investment and of relative downturn of the electronic games market, the company experiences difficulties. The financial 
partner does not wish to increase his commitment and banks consider that the company is over-indebted, so it cannot resort to extra loans.

Aim: presenting the rescue proceedings (‘sauvegarde’) and the taking over of a part of assets and activities by another operator. Comparison 
of the various judicial reorganisation proceedings available. 

Presentation of the practical cases discussed and issues addressed



Monday, November 29

10.30 am -		  Coffee break

8.30 am-

Starting a Business

Session I

Mr Louis-Bernard Buchman, Attorney, France•	

Mr Helmut Fessler, Civil law Notary, Germany•	

Mr Gérard Leval, Attorney, USA•	

Attorney, Italy•	

1.00 pm -		  Lunch

4.00 pm -		  Coffee break

11.00 am - Session II

Protecting special stakeholders: IP & minority shareholders

Mrs Astrid Desagneaux, Baillif, France•	

Mr Jean-Christophe Guerrini, Attorney, France•	

Attorney, USA•	

Legal aspects of real estate investment

2.00 pm - Session III  

Host : Mr Stéphane Zecevic, Civil law Notary, France

Mrs Astrid Desagneaux, Baillif, France•	

Mr Mario Miccoli, Civil law Notary, Italy •	 (to be confirmed)

Attorney, USA•	

Facing economic difficulties

Host : Mr Marc André, Receiver-Liquidator, France 

Mrs Isabelle Didier, Receiver-Liquidator, France•	

Mr Juan Ferré, Attorney, Spain •	

Mrs Elzabeth S. Stong, Bankruptcy Judge, USA•	

Session IV4.30 pm -



Legal certainty: introducing a new world ranking index

9.00 am - Presentation

Dr. Professor Arnaud Raynouard, «Economic Efficiency of the law - 2eD» Programme Director  

1.00 pm -		  Lunch

Tuesday, November 30

Boosting PPP Success through PPP Ranking Index

Why PPCI: evaluation, objectives, scope

The design process

Current status and milestones: a framework draft chain

The final PPCI format

Mr Marc Frilet, Attorney, General Secretary for IFEJI, France•	

Mr Roger•	  Fiszelson, Délégué Général Commission Europe International / SEFI / Fédération Nationale des Travaux 
Publics, France

2.00 pm - Presentation of the PPPCI Project

Country or regional level: evaluating and improving the PPP institutional and legal framework (example: Vietnam or 
others tbc)

Project level: Evaluating the chances of success of existing projects 

Highway, Railway,Power,Water or Other sectors (tbc)

Testing the PPPCI: Where and how to use the PPPCI

3.30 pm -		  Coffee break

4.00 pm - Case study

5.00 pm - Closing session
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